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An ACT for the Punishment of certain CRIMES against the UNITED STATES.

Sec. 1. BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the united States of America
in Congress assembled, That if any person or persons owing allegiance to the U.S. of Arms shall
levy war against the United States of America, or shall adhere to their enemies, giving them aid and
comfort, within the and shall be thereof convicted on confession in open court, or on the testimony
of two witnesses to the same over act of the treason, whereof he or they shall stand indicted, such
person or persons shall be adjudged guilty of treason against the United States, and shall suffer
death by being hanged as a felon and shall forfeit to the struck out use of the United States all the
estate real personal, which he or they had at the time of committing the treason aforesaid.

Sec. 2. And be it enacted, That if any person or persons having knowledge of the actual commission
of any of the treasons aforesaid, shall conceal and not disclose and make known the same to the
President of the United States of some one of the Judges thereof, or to the President or Governor
of a particular State of some of the Judges of Justices thereof, such person or persons on conviction
shall be adjudged guilty of misprision of treason, and shall be imprisoned not exceeding seven years
the discretion of the court, and fined not exceeding 1000/2000 the clear yearly value of his real and
personal estate during the term of such imprisonement.

Sec. 3. And be it enacted, That if any person or persons shall, within any sort, arsenal, dock-yard,
magazine, or in any other place or district of country, under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction of the
United States, commit the crime of wilful murder, such person or persons or being thereof convicted
attainted, shall be adjudged to suffer death by being hanged as a felon, and forfeit all the estate both
real and personal, which he or they had at the time of struck out committing the crime, to the use of
the United States.

Sec. 4. And further to deter persons from committing the said heinous crime of murder— Be it also
ENACTED, That the body of such every murderer so convicted, shall after execution be immediately
delivered by the Marshall or his Deputy and his Officers, to such surgeon as the court before whom
the said conviction is had shall direct, who shall give to the said Marshall or his Deputy a receipt for
the same, and the body so delivered shall be deffected and anatomised by the said surgeon, or such
person or persons as he shall appoint for that purpose, and the said court shall, in the sentence
pronounced against the said murderer, express the award of delivery of his body as aforesaid.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons whatsoever shall after such execution
had, by force rescue, or attempt to rescue, the body of such offender out of the custody of the
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Marshall or his Officers during the conveyance of such body from the house of any surgeon where
the same shall have been deposited in pursuance of this act— every person so offending shall be
liable to a fine, not exceeding one hundred dollars, and an imprisonment not exceeding twelve
months.

Sec. 6. And be it enacted, That if any person or persons, having knowledge of the actual commission
of the crime of wilful murder or other killing upon the high seas, or within any fort, arsenal, dock-
yard, magazine, or other place or district of country, under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction of the
United States, shall conceal and not disclose and make known the same to some one of the Judges
or other persons in civil or military authority under United States, on conviction thereof, such person
or persons shall be adjudged guilty of misprision of murder of killing , and shall be imprisoned
not exceeding three years, at the discretion of the court, and fined in the sum not exceeding two
thirds of the clear 500/ yearly value of his estate both real and personal, during the term of his
imprisonment.

Sec. 7. And be it enacted, That if any person or persons shall, within any fort, arsenal, dock-yard,
magazine, or other place or district country, under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction of the United
States, commit the crime of manslaughter, and shall be thereof convicted, such person or persons
shall be imprisoned not exceeding three years, and fined in a sum not exceeding 1000/ the clear
yearly value of his real and personal estate, during the term of his imprisonment.

Sec. 8. And be it enacted, That if any person or persons shall commit treason, murder, felony or
robbery committing murder, robbery or any offense which of committed within the country or
by death upon the high seas, or in any river, haven, bason or bay, out of the jurisdiction of any
particular State, or any captain or mariner of any ship or other vessel, shall piratically and feloniously
run away with his such ship or vessel, or any goods or merchandize to the value of to the value of
50 dollar or yield such ship or vessel voluntarily to any pirate, or any seaman shall lay violent hands
upon his commander, thereby to hinder and prevent his fighting in defence of his ship or goods
committed to his trust, or shall make revolt in the ship—every such offender, shall be deemed, taken
and adjudged to be pirate and felon, and being thereof attainted convicted , shall suffer death by
being hanged, and forfeit his estate to the use of the United States. and of U.S. to be used in other
by it.

Sec. 9. And be it enacted, That if any citizens shall commit any piracy or robbery aforesaid, or any
act of hostility against the United States or any citizens thereof upon the high sea, under color of
any commission from any foreign Prince of State, or on pretence of authority from any person
whatsoever, such offender shall, notwithstanding the pretence of any such authority; be deemed,
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adjudged and taken to be a pirate, felon and robber, and on thereof attained convicted , shall suffer
death by add somert all his estate to the use of the United States.

Sec. 10. And be it enacted, That every person who shall, either upon the land or the seas, knowingly
and wittingly aid and assist, procure, command counsel or advise, any person or persons
whatsoever, to do or commit any treason, murder, felony, or robbery, or other piracy aforesaid, upon
the seas, which shall affect the life of such person, and such person or persons shall thereupon
do or commit any such piracy or robbery, then all and every such person, so as aforesaid aiding,
assisting. procuring, commanding, counselling or advising the same, either upon the land or the
sea, shall be,and they are hereby declared, deemed and adjudged to be accessory to such piracies
before the fact; and every such person, being thereof attainted convicted , shall suffer death and the
forfeiture of his estate in like manner as the principals in such piracies.

Sec. 11. And be it enacted, That after any treason, murder, felony, robbery, or other piracy or
robbery, or other piracy whatsoever aforesaid is or shall be committed any such piracy or robbery,
shall, on the land or at sea, receive, entertain, or conceal any such pirate or robber or receive or take
into his custody any ship, vessel, goods or chattels which have been by any such pirate or robber
piratically and feloniously taken, shall be, and are hereby, declared, deemed, and adjudged to be
accessory to such piracy or robbery, after the fact, and on conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned not
exceeding two 3 years, and fined not exceeding five hundred dollars.

Sec. 12. And be it enacted, That if any seaman or other person shall commit manslaughter upon the
high seas. or confederate, or attempt. or endeavor to corrupt any commander, master, officer or
mariner, to yield up to run away with any ship or vessel, or with any goods, wares or merchandizes
or to turn pirate, or to go over to or confederate with pirates, or in anywife trade with any pirate,
or shall furnish any pirate with any amunition, stores or provisions of any kind, or shall fit out any
vessel knowingly and with a design to trade with or supply, or correspond with any pirate, felon or
robber upon the seas, or if any person or persons shall any ways consult, combine, confederate or
correspond with any pirate, felon or robber on the feas, knowing him to be guilty of any such piracy,
felony or robbery, or if any seaman shall confine the matter of any ship or other vessel, or endeavor
to make a revolt in such ship, such person or persons so offending, and being thereof convicted,
shall be deemed and adjudged to be a pirate, and shall be imprisoned, not exceeding two 3 years,
and fined, not exceeding five 10 hundred dollars, at the discretion of the court .

Sec. 13. And be it enacted, That if any person or persons, within any of the places upon the land
under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, or upon the high seas, or found any
belonging to the U.S. on purpose and malice aforethought, shall unlawfully unlawfully , cut off the
ear or ears of any of the citizens of the United States, other wife than the authority of the law or shall



An act for the punishment of certain crimes against the United States. [Colophon http://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.2130140a

unlawfully cut out or disable the tongue, put out an eye, slit the nose, cut off a the nose or a lip, or
cut off or disable any limb or member of any of the citizens aforehead, person with intension in so
doing the maim or disfigure in any the manner before-mentioned, such person, that then and in
every such cafe the person or persons so offending, their councellors, aiders, and abettors (knowing
of and privy to the offence aforesaid) shall on conviction be imprisoned not exceeding seven years,
and fined in a sum not exceeding two thirds of his whole estate 1000 .

Sec. 14. And be it enacted, That if any person or persons shall falsely make, alter, forge, or
counterfeit, or caused or procure to be falsely made, altered, forged or counterfeited, or willingly
act assist on the false making, altering, forging or counterfeiting any certificate, indent or other
public security of the United States, or shall utter, put off or offer, or cause to be uttered, put off
or offered in payment, any such false, forged, altered or counterfeited certificate, indent or other
public security, with intention to defraud any person knowing the same to be false, altered, forged or
counterfeited, and shall be thereof lawfully convicted, every such person shall be deemed guilty of
felony and shall suffer death by being hanged as a felon, and forfeit to the use of the United States
the whole of his real and personal estate .

Sec. 15. And be it enacted, That if any person shall feloniously steal, take away, alter, falsify or
otherwise avoid any record, writ, process or other proceedings in any of the courts of the United
States, by means whereof any judgment shall be reversed, made void or not take effect; or if
any person shall acknowledge, or procure to be acknowledge in any of the courts aforesaid, any
recognizance, bail or judgment, in the name or names of any other person or persons not privy or
consenting to the same; every such person or persons, on conviction thereof, shall be fined to the
amount of the whole of his personal and the half of his such estate, or be imprisoned not exceeding
one 7 years and whipped not exceedingly thirty-nine lashes: Provided nevertheless, that this act shall
not extend to the acknowledging of of any judgment or judgments acknowledged by any attorney or
attornies, duly admitted for any person or persons against whom any such judgment or judgments
shall be had or given.

Sec. 16. And be it enacted, That if any person within any of the places upon the land notified under
the sole and exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, or upon the high seas shall take and carry
away, with an intent to steal or purloin the personal goods of another, to the value of or if any
person or persons, having at any time hereafter the charge of custody of any arm our , ordnance,
munition, shot powder, or habiliments of war belonging to the United States, or of any victuals
provided for the victualing of any soldiers, gunners, mariners or pioneers, shall for any lucre or
gain, or wittingly, advisedly and of purpose to hinder or impede the service of the United States,
embezzle, purloin, or convey away any of the said arm our , ordnance, minition, shot or powder,
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habiliments of war or victuals, to the value of at one or several times, that then and in every of the
cases aforesaid, the person or persons so offending, their councellors, aiders and abettors (knowing
of and privy to the offences aforesaid) shall on conviction be fined in a sum not exceeding the
fourfold value of the property so stolen, embezzled or purloined, the one moiety to be paid to the
owner of the goods, or the United States, as the case may be, and the other moiety to the informer
and prosecutor, and be publicly whipped on his bare back, not exceeding 39 stripes, and committed
to some house of correction or public work house, there to be kept to hard labour for the space of
months, or less time as the court before whom such conviction may be had shall in it's discretion
seem meet.

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted. That if any person or persons within any part of the jurisdiction
of the United States as aforesaid, shall receive or buy any goods or chattels, that shall be feloniously
taken or stolen from any other person, knowing the lame to be stolen, or shall receive, harbour,
or conceal any felons or thieves, knowing them to beso, he or they shall be taken and deemed as
accessory or accessories to the said felony or felonies after the fact, and he or they being of either
or the said offense legally convicted, shall be liable to the like punishments and fine as in the case of
larceny before is prescribe.

Sec. 18. And be it enacted, That if any person, by his or her own free act, or by the subornation,
unlawful procurement or means of any other person, shall willfully and corruptly commit perjury
or unlawfully any other person to commit jeopardy on his or her oath affirmation in any suit
controversy, matter or cause depending in any of the courts of the United States, or in any
deposition taken under any DIDIMUS POTESTATEM, or IN PERPETUAM REI MEMORIAM, every person
so offending, and being thereof convicted, shall be imprisoned, not exceeding three years, and fined,
exceeding eight hundred dollars, and be forever thereafter rendered incapable of giving testimony
in any of the courts of the United States, until such time as the judgment so given against the said
offender shall be reversed; and not having property tothe ammended of such fine value aforesaid ,
shall stand in the pillory for one hour.

Sec. 19. And be it enacted, That if any person shall unlawfully and corruptly procure any witness by
letters, rewards, promises, or by any other sinister or unlawful labour or mean, to commit wilful and
corrupt perjury on his or her oath or affirmation in any suit, controversy, matter of cause depending
in any of the courts of the United States, or in any Department and sahll be thereof convicted, every
such person shall be imprisoned, not exceeding three years, and fined, not exceeding eight hundred
dollars, or stand in the pillory for one hour, and be forever rendered incapable of giving testimony
in any of the courts of the United States, until such time as the judgment so given against the said
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offender shall be reversed. The one moiety of both which fines to be imposed in manner and form
aforesaid.

struck out

Sec. 20. And be it enacted, That in every information or indictment to be prosecuted against any
person for wilful and corrupt perjury, it shall be sufficient to set forth the substance of the offence,
charged upon the defendant, and by what court, or before whom the oath was taken (avering such
court, or person or persons, to have a competent authority to administer the same) together with
the proper averment or averments to falsify the matter or matters wherein the perjury or perjuries
is, or are assigned; without setting forth the bill, answer, information, indictment, declaration, or any
part of any record or proceeding either in law or equity other than as aforesaid, and without setting
forth the commission or authority of the court, person or persons before whom the perjury was
committed; any LAW; USAGE, or CUSTOM to the contrary nowithdstanding. B

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That in every information or indictment for subordination of
perjury, or for corrupt bargaining or contracting with others to commit wilful and corrupt perjury,
it shall be sufficient to set forth the substance of the offence charged upon the defendant without
fetting forth the bill, answer, information, indictment, declaration, or any part of any record, or
proceeding either in law or equity, and without setting forth the commission or authority of the
court, or person or persons before whom the perjury was committed, or was agreed or promised to
be committed; any LAW; USAGE, or CUSTOM to the contrary nowithdstanding.

Sec. 22. And the better to prevent great offenders from escaping punishment by reason of the
expense attending such precautions— Be It Further Enacted, That it shall may be lawful to and
for any of the Justices and Judges of the Supreme Court, Circuit Courts or District Courts of the
United States, and they are hereby authorised (sitting the court-of within twenty-four hours after)
to direct any person examined as a witness upon any trial before him or them to be prosecuted
for the said offence of perjury, in case there shall appear to him or them a reasonable cause for
such prosecution, and that it shall appear to him or them proper so to do; and to assign the party
injured, or other person undertaking such prosecution, counsel, who shall and are hereby required
to do their duty without any fee, gratuity or reward for the same, and every such prosecution so
directed as aforesaid shall be carried on without payment of any fees in court, or to any officer of
the court who might otherwise claim or demand the same; And the Clerk of the court (who shall be
attending when such prosecution is directed) shall, and is hereby required without any fee or reward
to give the party injured, or other person undertaking such presecution, a certificate of the same
being directed, together with the names of the counsel assigned him by the court; which certificate
shall in all cases be deemed sufficient proof of such prosecution having been directed as aforesaid:
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Provided, that no such direction or certificate shall be given in evidence upon any trial to be had
against any person upon a prosecution to directed as aforesaid.

struck out

Sec. 23. And be it enacted, That if any person shall, directly, or indirectly, give any sum or sums of
money, or any other bribe, present or reward, or any promise, contract, obligaton or security for the
payment or delivery of any money, present or reward, or any United States, in any suit, controversy,
matter or cause depending before him or them, and shall be thereof, convicted, such person or
persons so giving, promising, contracting or securing to be given or delivered any sum or sums of
money, before said, and the Judge or Judges who shall in anywise accept or receive the same, on
conviction thereof shall be fined and imprisoned at the discretion of the court, and shall forever be
disqualified to hold any office of honor, trust or profit under the United States.

Sec. 24. And be it enacted, That if any person or persons shall knowingly and willfully obstruct, resist
or oppose any officer of the Unites States in serving or attempting to serve or execute any mesne,
process or warrant, or any rule or order of any of the courts of the United States, or any other legal
or judicial writ or process whatsoever, or shall assault, beat or wound any officer, ot other person
duly authorised, in serving or executing any writ, rule, order, process or warrant aforesaid,
(
whereby any such officer or other person struck out shall receive or sustain any bodily hurt or injury,
or damage whatsoever
)
every person to knowingly and will ingly fully offending in the premises, shall on conviction thereof
be imprisoned, not exceeding twelve months, and fined, not exceeding three hundred dollars.

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons whatsoever, shall by force set
at liberty or rescue any person who shall be found guilty of treason, murder, or any other capital
crime, or rescue any person convicted of any of the crimes aforesaid , going to execution or during
execution, every person so offending that be deemed, taken and adjudged to be guilty of felony,
and of being convicted shall suffer death by being hanged as a felon : And if any person shall by
force set at liberty, or refuse any person who before conviction shall stand committed for any of
the capital offences aforesaid, or if any person or persons shall by force set at liberty, or rescue any
person committed for or convicted of any other offence against the United States, every person
so offending shall on conviction be fined, not exceeding five hundred dollars, and imprisoned, not
exceeding one year.
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Sec. 26. Provided always, and be it enacted, That no conviction or judgemet for any of the offences
aforesaid, shall work corruption of blood, nor shall any of the said offenses, murder and forgery
excepted, occasion any forfeiture of estate, longer that for the life of the person or person attained.

Sec. 27. And Be It Enacted, That if any writ or process shall at any time hereafter he sued forth,
or prosecuted by any person or persons in any of the courts of the United States or in any of the
courts of a particular State, or by any Judge or Justice therein respectively, whereby the person of
any Ambassador, or other public Minister of any foreign Prince or State, authorised received as
such by the President of the United States, or Vice President, when he shall act as President, or any
domestic or domestic servant of any such Ambassador or other public Minister, may be arrested or
imprisoned, or his or their goods or chattels be distrained, seized, or attached, such writ or process
shall be deemed and adjudged to be utterly null and void to all intents, construction, and purposes
whatsoever.

Sec. 28. And be it enacted, That in case any person or persons shall sue forth or prosecute any
such writ or process, such person or persons, and all attornies or solicitors prosecuting or soliciting
in such case, and all officers executing any such writ or process, being thereof convicted, shall be
deemed violators of the laws of nations, and disturbers of the public repose, and imprisoned not
exceeding three years, and fined at the discretion of the court:— Provided Nevertheless, That no
citizen or inhabitant of the United States, who shall have contracted debts prior to his entering in the
service of any Ambassador or other public Minister, which debts shall be still due and unpaid, shall
have, take or recieve any benefit of this act: Nor shall any person be proceeded against by virtue of
this act for having arrested or sued any other domestic servant of any Ambassador or other public
Minister, unless the name of such servant be first registered in the office of the Secretary of Foreign
Affairs, and by such Secretary transmitted to the Marshall of the district for the time being in which
Congress shall reside, who shall upon receipt thereof affix the lame in some public place in his office,
whereto all persons may resort and take copies without fee or reward.

Sec. 29. And be it enacted, That if any person shall violate any safe conduct or passport duly
obtained and issued under the authority of the United States, or shall, strike, wound, imprison, or in
any other manner infract the law of nations, by offering violence to the person of an Ambassador of
other public Minister,(or shall defame, libel, or slander any guilty of any other offence against the law
of nations such person so offending, on conviction, shall be imprisoned not exceeding three 7 years,
and fined at the discretion of the court.

struck out
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Sec. 30. And be it enacted, That any person who shall be accused and indicted of treason, or any
other of the capital crimes aforesaid, shall have a copy of the indictment, a lift of the jury and
withnesses to be produced on the trial for proving the said indictment mentioning the names and
places of abode of such witnesses and jurors, delivered unto him three as hand his lasting days
before he shall be tried for the same; and that every person so accused and indicted for any of the
crimes aforesaid, shall he also allowed and admitted to make his full defence by counsel learned
in the law, and the court before whom such person shall be tried, or some Judge thereof shall, and
they are hereby autorised and required immediately upon his request, to assign to such person such
and so many counsel, not exceeding two, as such perform shall desire, to whom such counsel shall
have free access at all seasonable hours; and every such person or persons accused or indicted of
the crimes aforesaid, shall be allowed and admitted in his said defence, to make any proof that he or
they can produce, by lawful witness or witnesses, and shall have the like process of the court where
he or they shall be tried, to compel his or their witnesses to appear at his or their trial, as is usually
granted to compel witnesses to appear on the prosecution against them.

Sec. 31. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons whatsoever, be indicted of treason
against the United States, and shall stand mute or refuse to plead or shall challenge, peremptorily,
above the number of thirty-five of the jury; or if any person or persons be indicted of any other of
the offences herein before set forth, for which the punishment is declared to be death, if he or they
shall also stand mute or will not answer to the felony , or challenge peremptorily, above the number
of twenty persons of the jury. The court in any of the cases aforesaid, shall, notwithstanding, proceed
to the trial of the person or persons to standing mute, or challenging, as if he or they had plead not
guilty, and render judgment thereon accordingly.

Charge no Benefit of clergy

Sec. 32. And be it further enacted, That no person or persons whatsoever shall be prosecuted,
tried or punished for treason, felony , or other capital offence aforesaid, wilful murder or forgery
expected, unless the indictment for the same shall found by a Grand Jury with the three years next
after the treason, felony , or capital offence aforesaid shall be done or committed; nor shall any
person be prosecuted, tried or punished for any offence not capital, nor for any fine or forfeiture
under any penal statute, unless the endictment, or information for the same, shall be found or
instituted within two years from the time of committing the offences, or incurring the fine or
forfeiture aforesaid. PROVIDED, That nothing herein contained shall extend to any person or persons
fleeing from justice. C

[NEW YORK, PRINTED BY THOMAS GREENLEAF.]
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